Mae Tao Clinic Wish List for Volunteer

Positions at Mae Tao Clinic

All positions require minimum one-year commitment. They are unsalaried but may be sponsored by NGO’s. Ideal candidates have previous experience in resource-poor health centers in developing countries and are comfortable in working alongside and in support of native health workers. Fluency in English required. Ability to speak Burmese, Thai or Karen languages highly desired. 

1. Internal Medicine physician 


a. Completion of internal medicine residency or equivalent experience.

b. Tropical and infectious disease expertise 

c. Will have responsibility overseeing care in the medical in-patient department (40 beds) and with the medical outpatient department.

d. Work closely with medics and also interact with other NGO's which provide health care along the Thai-Burma border

2. Pediatrician 

a. Completion of residency in pediatrics or equivalent experience.

b. Nutrition and infectious disease expertise 

c. Will have responsibility overseeing care in the child in-patient department (30 beds) and the child outpatient department.*

3. Maternal and child health physician. 

a. Completion of residency in obstetrics/gynecology with primary care experience or equivalent experience. 

b. Expertise in non-operative obstetrics, gynecology, post-abortion care, family planning, maternal, newborn and infant care, including care of very low birth weight babies

c. Responsibility for overseeing care in the reproductive health inpatient department and in antenatal care, family planning and women’s health (gyn) clinics. *

* For either the Maternal and Child Health Physician or the Pediatrician, vaccination expertise is favourable. 

4. Surgeon/Trauma specialist

a. Completion of residency in surgery or equivalent experience. 

b. Prior experience in developing countries or resource-poor areas strongly favored

c. Limited surgical practice due to lack of full-scale operating facilities.

d. Work closely with medics in a precepting fashion.

5. Laboratory Technician

a. Certified laboratory training 

b. Microbiology and parasitology expertise 

c. Current laboratory services are limited to performing hematocrits, malaria preps, urine analysis, and blood screening using rapid test kits. 

d. Technician will help design and plan for improvements and expansion to current laboratory services and to implement a quality control system. 

6. Health Monitoring and Evaluation Systems Development Officer

a. Public Health background

b. Develop quality assurance systems

c. Train health information systems staff

d. Develop systems of indicators and evaluation

7. Psycho-social Programme Development Officer

a. Train staff to increase awareness of mental health issues for migrants and refugees

b. Train skilled team of counselors to work at MTC and in the community

c. Train trainers in psycho-social services development and develop appropriate curriculum

8. Nurse

a. Monitoring daily nursing care practice in every department

b. Establish clear job descriptions for nursing students/staff

c. Review nursing training curriculum

d. Counselling skills an advantage

Brief Information on Mae Tao Clinic

The Mae Tao Clinic, directed by Dr. Cynthia Maung, provides free health care for refugees, migrant workers and others crossing the border from Burma to Thailand. Patients of all ethnicities and religions are welcomed at the clinic. Over the past 13 years, we have grown from a small house that serves Burmese pro-democracy students fleeing the 1988 crackdown, to a complex multi-specialty medical centre. Though exact numbers are difficult to establish because of the fluidity of our patient population, we serve a target population of around 150,000 on the Thai-Burma border. Our staff of 5 physicians, 100 health workers, 99 trainees and 40 support staff, provide comprehensive health services including; inpatient and outpatient medicine, a surgical unit, blood transfusions, reproductive health, child health, eye care and prosthetics for landmine victims. We also host interns from local ethnic groups for periods of three months to one year. Each year we train a new class of health workers and technicians to provide health care throughout the Thai-Burma border area. 
The Mae Tao Clinic's reach extends throughout the Thai-Burma border area. We support mobile clinics at Pa Hite and Mae La Poh Hta serving Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Our children's home at Umphium Mae refugee camp cares for 86 children who have been separated from their parents – some are orphaned or abandoned, while others are sent by their parents for schooling that is not available within Burma. We also support schools and boarding houses that cater for 198 children and serve the families of local migrant workers and our staff. Through the years, the clinic has sponsored women's organizations, health education and community awareness events at refugee camps.
